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Ill Advised Threats
The tl reats made to the Railroad

Board by representatives of
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n system provided by the
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together. Tho companies arc in the
t.ame boat with tho men. The men
would be wiser to recognize their
oommunity of interest with the com-
panics. Acting together they may
succeed in repairing past govern¬
mental ervot-3. But if they light
each other and defy tho mediation
hoard both may continuo to be the

¡victims of restrictive government
action and past blunders in railroad
regulation.

Wriggling
Writing to Carter Glass in ap-

proval of the league of nations plank
of the Virginia Democratic platform,
the President yields, or, rather,
places himself in a position to yield.
The plank advocates the treaty's

ratification "without reservations
which would impair its essential in¬
tegrity.'' This is a straddle. No
reservationist, not even Senator
Lodge, will object to the language
as far as it goes. The question of
whether tho Lodge reservations im¬
pair the essential integrity of the
treaty is one of fact and of deduc¬
tion. Their advocates stoutly deny
that their adoption would nullify

, the covenant.
With this opinion Viscount Grey,

it will be recalled, is in agreement,
as are practically all the publicists
of Europe. The President avoids
committing himself to acceptance of
the reservations, but there is noth¬
ing in his new letter which says he
will not.

"What are the essentials? The
first and most important is that the
United States shall become a mem¬
ber of the league. The Lodge res¬
ervations contemplate this. The
next is that the league through func-
tioning should develop by action a

body of precedents. The Lodge
reservations in no wise oppose such
growth. A third is that the machin¬
ery by which the league is to oper¬
ate should be accepted. The Lodge
reservations leave the covenant un¬

changed in this respect.
Indeed, a point always to be borne

in mind, the Lodge reservations are
n it based on the idea of altering tho
covenant, but on retaining tho con¬
stitutional powers of the Senate and
i Congress over foreign relations. The
President would seize "for the Exec¬
utive Department practically irre¬
sponsible power over foreign rela-

¡ tions. The reservations thus relate
to a domestic question.to prevent¬
ing the President becoming a czar
or a kaiser, able to commit the na-
tion without any measure of do¬
mestic ' control through the Senate
and Congress.
But the President's letter, never-

less, is tricky and dodging. The
President does not pledge himself
to accent any reservation. He will
be at liber!y to say in regard to any
particular formula that it impairs

»entials. He thus again asks the
signing of a blank check. The joker
thus is not skillfully concealed and
the President's latest will provoke
smiles.

The Right to Live
Governor Allen, in his debate with

Mr. Gompers, repeatedly asked the
question of whether the public has
any rights in the disputes between
capital and labor. Mr. Gompers
first evaded and then flatly declined
t..) answer. He fell back on the ir¬
relevancy that to deny to men the
right to strike is to make slaves of
them.

Mr. Gompers confuses the right to
quit work with the right to strike.
The two things are significantly
similar but fundamentally diuerent.
No one, as Governor Alien pointed
out, holds that men may not quit
work individually. Bu1 a strike is
more, than a quitting. It represents
a conspiracy, usually directed from
above, to impose the will of a group
to the prejudice of the freedom of
others. If there are slaves under
present conditions they are the de¬
fenseless members of the public
whose obedience is forced.
The strike began as an instrument

to attack employers.as a device to
make it cheaper for employers to
yield than to oppose demands. The
contest being betwe« :. elements both
of which were selfish, the public was

neutral. But the strike now wears
a new aspect. It many cases it has
become a direct attack, not on em¬

ployers, but on the public. The pro¬
moters of the steel, coal and railway
strikes have advertised that there
purpose was not to make employers
suffer losses until they paid ransom,
but to freeze or starve the masses
if they did not see to it that the
demands of labor groups were in-
stantly met. Yesterday's newspapers
carried the news that the chiefs of
the railway brotherhood would tie
up the whole business of the coun¬

try if the public failed to join in
compelling a grant of a minimum
wage of $2,500 a year to railway
workers.

This new condition the Kansas law
defended by Governor Allen deals
with. In brief, it is that with re¬

spect to supreme necessities, no con¬

spiracy may stop production and at
the same time prevent others from
doing the abandoned work. The law
is carefully drawn and so far seems
to have worked well. It may not
be a cure for industrial harmony,
but it pwnJdas a method of haudliag

an emergency. In no wise does it in¬
terfere with any individual's right
to quit, and applies only to the es¬
sentials of life.

The issue before Governor Allen
was whether the right to strike
is superior or inferior to the right
of others to live. The tactics of the
labor unions confronted the instinct
of self-preservation. It is safe to
bet that in the duel the instinct of
self-preservation will win. Tf real
tests come 90 per cent of the popu¬
lation will not consent to perishing
because it will not orean not do what
¡the remaining 10 per cent dictates.
The right to strike is strongly found¬
ed in custom, but the right to live
is more deeply founded on the lawsI of nature.

....

Could Your Child Do It?
Another child controversy, as

capable as Daisy Ashford's of de-
lightfully raging over the teacups
and camphres, promises to bless the
coming summer.
The heroine is the six-year-old

Opal Whiteley, author of a diary
now running in The. Atlantic
Monthly. All the experience with
Daisy Ashford.and did she not get
married to clinch it finally?.seems
to have made no impression on the
confirmed doubters. Just as they
were certain last year that no young-
ster of nine could construct a plot so
full of dramatic niceties and so guile-
fully satirical, so this year they are
certain that no six-year-old could
have written these chronicles, so rich

! in classic lore, so well sustained in
narrative interest, and, above all, so
extensive that the mere physical' labor involved would be worthy of a
highly systematized author of best! sellers.

Opal can be explained only byi her own story. Prom her "Angel
Father and Mother" she had her in¬
tellectual heritage and two treasured
copy books in which the young par¬
ents had written the names of great
people and bits of history and poetry
which they evidently intended for
the skeleton of the child's education.
From infancy they had bred in her
the habit of recording when she
came home from a walk in the woods
the "what, where, why, when and
how" of everything she had done and
seen.
When the "Angel Father and

Mother" were swept from her in an
unremembered tragedy the little girl
was brought up by the Whiteleys in
a Pacific Coast lumber camp. Lonely
and unloved, she turned to the barn¬
yard and the woods for friends,
The copy book supplied their names
i.Thomas Chatterton Jupiter Zeus,
the most dear wood rat ; Brave Hora-
tius, the shepherd dog, and Eliza¬
beth Barrett Browning, a cow.
Probably it is unfair to expect of an
overworked mother of a ¡arge fam¬
ily in a lumber camp that she should
be the appreciative guardian of a
child who stopped to chatter with
squirrels when sent for the milk and
let Peter Paul Rubens out of his pen
whenever he did grunt the grunts
which meant he had "wishes to go on
explores." At all events, the spank¬
ings of Opal had a 'arge influence on
her literary output.
"Here, under the bed, I now print,"

is the naive conclusion to her most
exciting chapters; and she seems to
have been most inspired when "the
back part of me is a little sore."
The editor says he has taken no

liberty with the printed manuscript,
save occasionally to alter the spell¬
ing for the convenience of the reader.
(We gather that Opal had three
years' disadvantage of Daisy Ash¬
ford in the matter of spelling, as
well as the indifference of the truly
poetic temperament.) Perhaps if
this had not been done it would be
less difficult to believe in the six-
year-old author. Parents of normal
children, whose diaries even at a
more mature age contain only such
narratives as "Went to school. Had
chicken Cor dinner. Played," have
already protested to the editor that
the si ii y is unb( ¡lovable.
But The Atlantic, most Bostonian

of all Bostonian things, has given its
word and stands up for Opal. In
answer to persistent doubters the
June number says "once more with
emphasis that the diary is printed,
word for word, except for changes of
names and omissions, as the child
wrote it. and that the original manu¬
script has been submitted over and
over again to rigid and competent
scrutiny."

An Overworked Garment
fro»» The Loi Angeles Time*)

Tlie mantle of Roosevelt is being:
sadly abused. Hiram is supposed to
be wearing it to go fishing in by day
and to use it for a nightshirt after
hours. The pity of it is that he is
not entitled to it at all. and it fits
him like the armor of Ajax en a wasp.

A Relic of the Past
(From The St. Paul Daily .Vcu's)

No matter how times change, people
stick to the old expressions. You still
hear people speak of a '"fast mail"
train.

That's Different
{From Th9 Toledo Blade)

Town people don't want the farmers
to desert the farms for town unless
they com« to their town,

WELL, WHY NOT ARRANGE A MATCH AND LET 'EM FIGHT IT
OUT IF THEY ARE SO KEEN ABOUT IT

Copyright, 1020. New York Tribuno Inc.

The High Cost of Cheap Labor
Unrestricted Immigration Would Amount to Forcible
Feeding During an Attack of National Indigestion

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: An active propaganda is now

going on for a lowering of the bars
against unrestricted alien immigration.
Behind this propaganda there are pow¬
erful interests which desire cheap lahor,
as well as various other influences
which have for year«: fought all immi¬
gration legislation. We are told that
there is in this country a shortage of
4,000,000 laborers. ( How these figures
are arrived at and how reliable they
are is not clear.' It is urged that if
this supposed deficiency can be sup¬
plied production will increase, food
will become more plentiful and the
high cost of living will be reduce h
This is a direct appeal to the pocket-
book. It is purely and grossly mate¬
rialistic. The great majority of Ameri¬
cans have a love of country which is
greater and deeper than their desire
t««r immediate pecuniary gain. They
care, and they care very much, whether
or not their own financial prof.t is
gained at the expense of American
standards of living and of American
deal«; of government. They are willing to
endure a little longer the high cost of
living rather than to have the country
suffer in the long run as the result of
a wholesale importation of cheap labor
whose immediate, or ultimate, favorable
effect upon production and prices is
by no means demonstrated.
The present writer's reaction to this

plea for more labor is here stated as

briefly as possible. It may be that, in
sxpressing his own views, ho is also
slating those of numbers of his fellow
Americans.

(rrouiiii' Rich Quickly
First, as to the need of labor. That

there is at present a widespread demand
for certain kinds of labor no one will
deny. This is a more or less chronic
condition with us, except in periods of
financial depression. But our past
experience has taught us.and taught
us to our sorrow. that labor which is
economically "cheap'' is, as a rule, so-

ciall" very expensive. The National
Commission on Industrial Relations
stated in its final report: "The [past]
immigration policy of the United States
has created a number of our most diffi¬
cult and serious industrial problems
and has been responsible, in a consider¬
able measure, for the existing state of
industrial unrest. . The great
mass of non-English-speaking workers
who form about half the labor force in
basic industries has done much
to prevent the development of better
relations between employer and em¬

ployee."
Our choice thus lies clearly before

us. Shall we grow rich quickly?
Shall we drive full speed ahead
toward a reckless and early exh."is-
tion of our natural resources at the
risk of lowering our standards of liv¬
ing and of citizenship? Or shall we

safeguard the welfare and the heritage
of future generations by limiting im-
mijrration to a point which is com¬

patible .wítij » norrmal irrowth and

which will admit only those who meas¬
ure up to our American standards of
living and of citizenship?
The need of more "hands" to do our

labor is constantly being urged.
"Hands across the sea" being the
cheapest, we import them. Let us,
however, not forget that we are im¬
porting not "hands" alone but bodies
also. The vast majority of incoming
alien immigrants are potential fathers
and mothers. The future character of
the race that is to be born here de¬
pends upon the physical and mental
condition of these aliens. It is of
vital consequence that the quality of
these human beings who come to us
from ether lands should be high, so

that they shall not injure but shall
improve our stock. No temporary
pecuniary gain can possibly otfset anyj permanent harm that may be done to
our future race.

¡Sot Wanted on Farms
Again, the greatest deficiency in

our present labor supply exists in con¬

nection with farm labor. It is urged
that millions of unskilled aliens should
be induced to como to this country
and that the government should dis-
tribute them through the farming dis¬
tricts. This sounds well, but the
scheme would not work, and even if it
did work, it would not supply the kind
of labor most needed. Experience has
shown that immigrants as a whole in-
evitably flock to centers where their
own compatriots are already congre¬
gated. Further, even if many thou¬
sands of aliens were actually "dis¬
tributed" where there is a lack of
laborers, the majority of them would
not be effective, What our great
farming districts need is highly in¬
telligent labor. They want nipn who
are skilled in American farming
methods. They want men who can

manage modern agricultural machin¬
ery. They do not want ignorant, un¬

skilled, non-English-speaking foreign¬
ers, who know little beyond the use of
a primitive kind of hoe. The writer
ha3 talked with men who own large
farms in the Middle West, and he has
found them of one mind on this matter.

Second, most of the present agita¬
tion for cheap labor takes the form of
an attack against the illiteracy test
Arguments in favor of this provision
are not necessary. The campaign foi
its repeal would be directed againsl
any provision whatever which cut dowr
the numbers of alien arrivals. The il¬
literacy test has had the indorsemenl
of Congress after Congress; of practi
cally every recognized authority or

immigration problems; of a majoritj
of 8 to 1 of the United States Immi.
gration Commission; and of the rep¬
resentative government immigration of
licials.

Literacy Test Should Stand
A provision of existing law whicl

received tremendous majorities ir
Congress, and which has had so man;
and such authoritative indorsements
must remain on our statute books. Ab
solutely no Bound or adeauate reasoi
aan b* urg»d in fsror of its repeal
TmmiTnMol I« »1iwi»îjr io^ronclrirr V-

leaps and bounds. Incoming steam¬
ships aro crowded. In the opinion of
the majority of the experts we shall
very soon be hav'ng an annual immi¬
gration much greater than that in the
years preceding the war.

Lastly, the sudden outburst of patri¬
otic desire to Americanize our unas-
similated alien population is a direct
result of the war. The nat'on has
come all at once to realize how vitally
necessary it is to weld our heteroge¬
neous population into a more homo¬
geneous whole. The problem of illiter¬
acy among our native born, serious
enough in itself, has been very greatly
complicated by allowing m liions of
aliens who cannot speak or understand
or read English to land on our shores.
The first stage in making Americans
out of our foreign-born population
must be to give them a speaking and
reading knowledge of English. There
is a limit to our national power of
assimilation. To ailow immigration to
continue in the years to come at its
.prewar rate, or at what will doubtless
be an even higher rate, is to resort to
forcible feed ng during an acute at-
tack of national indigestion. It is like
trying to keep a boat bailed out with-
OUt Stopping the leak.

Especially illogical is it to urge the
wholesale admis ion of illiterate aliens
when we have, just begun on a nation-
viile campaign to eliminate ¡literacy.
A further restriction of immigration is
a necessary and logical part of the
Americanization program. How can we
poss bly hope to make any real and
permanent progress toward a solution
of our problem of national illiteracy if
we forever keep on importing mill¬
ions of illiterate foreigners?

HERBERT DE C. WARD.
Harvard University, Cambr dge,

Mass, May 10. 1920.

Anti-Castilian
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Do not be deceived that the
understanding between the United
States and Spain will be improved by
a better knowledge in this country
of such authors as Dr. Perez enumer¬
ates in his recent letter. Quite recentlyI have been rummaging through myold Spanish books for something worth
picturization. Benito Perez Galdos?
I happened upon two or three of his.
I should like to quote some of the prig¬
gish love passages from "Marianela."
They would sound like the first literary
efforts of a sub-débutante. Pardo
Bazan? Try that pointless, dirty
backstairs scandal, "Midsummer Mad¬
ness." In this story a caballero and a
o,uite proper religious lady go on a
spree. There are no complications of
circumstances to justify the relation
of this incident, and the climax adds
the final t luch of ineasentiality. The
caballero asks the lady to marry him
and is accepted, there being no ob¬
stacles whats o « v er. O n e fair!y ga sp s
at the last chapter. Is it possible that
we have waded through all this erotic
filth for this?

I believe that Dr. Perez is mistaken
about these books not being translated.
I have the translations o£ several of
Caldo«. Tf T «««r n«1 !-«-*-V.« ^1".

K

Dean Howells was an admirer of Val¬
ides and did much to popularize him.
i Valdes had nothing to say, but a pleas¬
antly characteristic way of saying it.
He writes of anaemic young priests
falling in love with ultra-devout
¡widows. That sort of thing which
critics speak reverently of as "mysti¬
cism." (There are only three or four
plots in all Spanish literature, I im¬
agine;. 'Scusing, of course, Señor
Blasco Ibáñez, whose style has some

bones under all its weight of flesh, I
have found nothing in Spanish authors
to reward my excursion therein. Too
painfully am 1 reminded" of the liter¬
ary efforts of Mrs. Mary Robert Rine-
hart's "Bab," who specialized in "love
seens." JULIAN" HINCKLEY.
Cedarhurst, L. I., May 27, 1920.

The Garden Follies
By Emma Bugbee

The Spring Garden, nor/ at the

¡height of its six thousandth season.

proves again that there is nothing
[like the old classics, which had their

opening,.when the sunlight first fell on

the Garden of Eden. Footiight
favorites of the fickle generations
wane, and their very names are for-

gotten, save by those who frequent
ichophouses; likewise, even Hamlet,
and the Greek tragedies, though they
pretend to a sort of dramatic im-

mortality, are but paltry successes in-
deed when we study the long run of
such Spring Garden favorites as the
rose and the wheat.

All mankind goes to this show as

regularly as April showers and May
flowers, and millions watch the un-

folding of the plot of crocus bed or

radishes with a thrill of suspense and
a delight in the happy ending that
never falters.

It is a polyglot house which pays
homage to the eternal drama each
spring afternoon in the plant shops on

Vesey Street. Commuters, with the
dinner in a paper bundle and the
morning newspaper still folded and
preserved for the wife at home, drop
in for half an hour to gloat over the
beauties of infant tomato plants or
to make a date for Sunday morning
with that slender rose bush in the
second row.

The liest Seats
To see the show at. its best, how-

ever, one should attend an early morn-

ing performance in the back yard.
I Here one gets the benefit of the drama
in true suburban settings, with
blossoming apple orchards for a

background, played on a garden
striped brown and green and studded
with the golden stars of dandelions
(bodily beautiful, though treacherous
as the most poisonous movie vampire,
and as truly the gardener's enemy).Pale pink and faintly fragrant petals
floating through the soft air fill the
theater with sweetness, while the

'oriole whistles an accompaniment to
the crunching of the spade against the
hard-packed earth.
There isn't much plot to puzzle the

.audience and till the critic's allotted
space. For an entertainment that has
¡competed so successfully fo genera¬
tions with the !¦:..:;-:. ade meli drama,
and that now h us the temerity to
match itself against movie ho
it certainly doe3 lack "pep." A casual
critic even finds some difficulty in his
mind as to the i nt ';¦ of the villain.
it might have been ti ai big cutworm
who was so happily dispatched in the
second spadeful, but how cow id the
villain be dead and the .; ¦. ntinue?
Perhaps it is the Demon Late Frost,
who nips the frail tendrils of growingbeauties; or the unspeakable Labor
Shortage, who leaves the garden to
grow rank with weeds and parched
with heat.
When the show was first put on in

the Garden of Eden we understand the
dramatic critic put a!1 the en phasis

on the Si rpent. D ibl
drama ha ¡chai nee those simj le
melodramatic da s, and the serpent, in
conformity with the complexity of mod¬
ern life, has divided himself up into a
thousand varieties f

A Plotless Shoic
Like all musical comedies, however,

it worries aluni very well without a
villain or a well-constructed plot. It is
enough for the devoted ... to see
the little scarlet radishes popping out
of the ground in the front row and be¬
hind them the dimpling heads of lettuce
and tiie slim asparagus. It becomes
mor- spirited later, with great corn¬
stalks marching heavily up and down,
with acrobatic beans and peas tum¬
bling over the wires and reaching dizzy
heights on poles. Hov7 they cling with
their frail tendrils oven in the teeth of
rainstorm and hail we forgot I
that they, too, were adequate in the
rôle of villain.
With mere loveliness a critic fortu¬

nately has nothing to do save to reg¬ister undying admiration. Not for
worlds would we express a preference
between the rosebud and the swe
pea or the nodding plumes of white
lilac that came on early in the shi w,but linger in the memory after many a
more gaudily costumed dancer has de¬
parted. The crocus, which only 1
in for a day, laughing at the snow¬
banks and d.»appearing: as suddenly
as she came, and the daffodils d
in golden hordes, hold a first place in
many loyal hearts. There are golden
ballets of nasturtiums and calendulas,
and gorgeous Futurist effects of gladi¬
olus, varied with prim little figures of
mignonette and pansies.
And so it drags on for man-- months.

It holds our interest even to th<
November day when the last chrys¬anthemum perishes. But we must have
a happy ending, and find it in the
chorus of unseen voices that promise
a reawakening of the heroine as soon
as the fairy of godmother Spring comes

A Week of Verse
Hands

From tile Fortnightly R'fi'«')
»THEMPEST without; within, the mel¬

low glow
Of minerling lamp and firelight over

all.
Etchings and watercolors on the wall,
Cushions and curtains of clear indigo.
Rugs, damask-red and biut- as Tyrian

seas,
Deep chairs, black oaken settles, ham¬

mered brass,
Translucent porcelain and sea-green

glass.
Color and warmth and light and dreamy

case :

And I sit wondering where are now the
hands

That wrought at anvil, easel, wheel and
loom.

Hands slender, swart, red, gnarled.in
frreign lands

Or English shops to furnish this seemly
room:

And all the while, without, the windy
rain

Drums like dead fingers tapping at th«
pane.
WILFRID WILSON GIBSON,

A Rebel
(From To-Day

ÖEAUTY to you is some whit© queen
who stands

Remote from common things in her
high chamber,

Lamp-lit and precious, rich with gold
and amber,

Passionless, with a lily in her hands.

Stern at her guarded gatea the peoplet
brutes,

Ill-favored, fetid, murmuring discon¬
tent.

She does not hear nor know. The
lily's scent

Hangs heavy; there is charm of hid¬
den lutes.

You are her maiden, mirroring her face,
But I would lead her through the

clangorous street
Where evil swarms and breeds, wher«

all the place
Is gray with pain and bitter with de¬

feat,
Until she knew her kinship with the

race

Sullied to make a pathway for her feet.
HORACE SHIPP.

After the Journey
From The Keio Stateanutn)

TPHE great blue downs rise grandly
up before me,

A barren wall receding swiftly south¬
ward

And far behind us into broad plains
merging.

But as the train whirls on, through
smoke-wreaths loom

Their ramparts, huge and huger grown,
converging

Until their swollen flanks close in and.
surging

Enormous in the window-space, con¬

sume

The last small glimpse of sky. An«!
.I'.en unfold

Parkland and woodland, tawny and
green and gold. . . .

Rooks wheel, and there a straggling
patch of cover

Among bare thorns and hazel bushes
ra lies

A flock of misty birches freckled over
With little amber leaves. Here, weed-

encrusted, *ij
A willow circled water richly glasses
Gold-dropping boughs: a group of elms

gold-dusted
Muffles a farm, and like a vision passe«
The yellow rain of larches. Smoke

es trailing
Over the woods and fields. Th* light

is fai ng,
Then sunset, gloaming, darkness, and

the train's
Roaring through country stations down

the plains.
MARTIN ARMSTRONG.

The Gropers
i From Harper'*)

'T'HEPE is so little that a man may' know
A-" eifhe names the stars and vanished

Kings!
Ye ir '.«pon year, infinite seasons go
Leaving him puzzled by eternal thing».

The careful music of the living heart
Beating the measure for each hour

and day,
This song and men have never been

apart,
Yet why it was begun no man can say,

The flame which is the soul'3 strange
entity
«mes the very thing it wears for

cloak,
Burns every atom that a man may be.
Yet lives, 1 ;ss palpable than drifting

smoke.

And ecstasy awakened when my hand
Has felt another's faltering to speak.

What is in this men so misunderstand.
This simple answer from the truth

they se«-k ? ,

GEORGE O'NEIL.

Three Girls
/.'¦ o<n The Century)

r|MiREE schoolgirls pass this way
«ach «lay:

Two of them go in the fluttery way
Of girls, with all that girlhood buys;
But one goes with a dream in her eye».

Two of them have the eyes of girls
Whose hair is learning scorn of curls,But the eyes of one are ¡ike wide doors
Opening out on misted shores.

Ai i 'hey will go as they go to-dayOn to the en«! of life's short w*y;
will have what living buys,

And on- will have the dream in her
eyes.

Two will die as many must,
And fitly dust will weleom« dust;

l But dust has nothing to do with on«».«
j She dies as soon as her dream Is don».


